
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

Ec     Tech Academy  
College Park High School  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Integrating sustainability, communications ,  

career paths, and public service  
 
 
 

www.cptvweb.org/ecotech  
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Feasting together after a day of work 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

The EcoTech Family  
 

http://www.cptvweb.org/ecotech


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The College Park High School EcoTech Academy 
offers a truly interdisciplinary course of study, 
personalized to meet the needs of each student.  In 
a smaller school atmosphere, students explore the 
most exciting education and career opportunities 
today.   
 
 
The Academy offers college prep courses in grades 
9- 12 in addition to the organic food and 
horticulture gardens, photography and television 
studios, and field trips into nature and to cultural 
events.  
 
 
With an eye on global environments and local 
action, students become involved in their studies 
using a variety of state-of-the-art communication 
technologies, including traditional and digital 
photography, video production, television 
broadcasting, and online productions. 
 
 
Every Academy course integrates food and flower 
gardens to illustrate principles of nature and to 
enrich the student experience.  Students learn and 
practice the principles of local and global 
stewardship, citizenship, leadership, and public 
service.  
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EcoTech students 
serving the school 
community 

CPTV news anchors 
reporting news of 
the world and news 
from our own 
community 

EcoTech students 
making lunch 
together using 
ingredients fresh  
from the garden 
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EcoTech students and bio 
teacher collaborating 
with Academy partners 
at neighboring 
community college 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Academy Highlights 
¶ Personalized school and career planning 

¶ Instruction in professionalism 

¶ Instruction in study skills 

¶ Instruction in time management 

¶ Real industry partnerships 
 

¶ Film and digital photography 

¶ Nature photography 

¶ Event & editorial photography 

¶ Studio photography 

¶ Photographic editing 
 

¶ Broadcast journalism 

¶ Documentary making 

¶ Public Service Announcement production 

¶ Filmmaking 

¶ Animation & Special Effects 

¶ 16-track digital audio l recording 
 

¶ Organic food and flower gardens 

¶ Soil analysis and life survey 

¶ Botanical drawing techniques 

¶ Plant research project integrated with multimedia 

¶ Beneficial Insect brochure integrated with multimedia 

¶ Composting activities 

¶ History of plant propagation and genetics  
 

¶ History projects using photo and video technology  

¶ Studying the development of irrigation and 
agriculture  

¶ Cooking from around the world 
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English ς Integrated Projects 
 
English II is a required one-year sophomore class.  This 
course continues the emphasis on language arts: 
reading, writing, speaking, and listening.  Additional 
exposure to various types of literature and ongoing 
focus on developing written expression are stressed.  
Skills and concepts are taught in an integrated way to 
be mutually emphasized. 
 
Some projects specific to the EcoTech Academy: 
 

Á Research paper integrated with multimedia    
        and biology 
 
Á Protest poem focused on some aspect of   
        the environment 

 
Á Current event discussions regarding the  
        environment 

 

¶ Study of non-fiction and fiction reading 
selections dealing with pollution, 
sustainability, global warming, etc. 
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Video Production 
Integrated Projects 

 
This introductory course in video production is an 
overview of several media production disciplines, 
including multi-camera studio production, field 
production, and post-production editing using state 
of the art computers and software.   
 
Students work in an interdisciplinary learning 
environment using video technology to support 
learning in academic classes.  For example, a biology 
fieldtrip might result in a video documentary or 
public service announcement. 
 
Students also contribute to CPTV programming, the 
student run television broadcast.  In this unique 
program, students learn broadcast journalism, 
event recording, producing public service 
announcements, making instructional videos, 
screen play production, audio recording, animation, 
special effects, and more.  Lƴ ǘƘŜ άŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ ƭƛƴƪέ 
assignment students integrate their media studies 
with an academic class. 
 

¶ Broadcast Journalism 
 

¶ Documentaries 
 

¶ Arts and Athletic Events 
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        Academy Courses 
 
9th Grade Feeder Courses 
Pre-Academy Multimedia: Photo 1 & Video 1 
Student Success Course 
Earth Science 1 or Intro to Biology 
English I 

 
 

10th Grade Classes 
Biology 
World History 
Multimedia 
English II 
 
 

11th Grade Classes 
Media Elective ς Video Production 
American History 
Physical Science 
English III 
 

 

12th Grade Classes 
American Government/Economics  
Media Elective / ROP 
Science Elective 
English IV 
Internship or Community Service 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photography - Integrated Projects 
 

Photo 1 is an introduction to both film & digital 
photography. Students learn to operate a professional 
quality film camera and two levels of digital cameras. 
Students learn studio lighting, and develop and print 
their own black & white film to create photographs 
they are proud of.  Students learn industry standard 
software to edit and enhance their creative visions.  
Images are printed and/or posted to web galleries.  
Over the course of the year students will work with a 
variety of subjects & topics.   
 

Some projects specific to the EcoTech Academy: 
 

¶ Garden Awareness Poster (photo, text & layout) 
 

¶ Macro (Close-up) Photos of Garden plants & 
bugs 

 

¶ Bird/Wildlife Photography 
 

¶ Environmental Portraiture  
 

¶ Documentary photography of students working 
in the garden 

 

¶ Produce/food advertising 
 

¶ Integrated Project with Biology 
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    Academy Personnel 
 

Paul Renaud - Video Production  
Academy Director & Lead Teacher 
renaudp@mdusd.k12.ca.us 
925 682 7670 x3225 
 
Jen Kennedy - Photography 
kennedyjl@mdusd.k12.ca.us 
 
Janet Spencer - Biology 
spencerj@mdusd.k12.ca.us 
 
Bridget Carney ς History/Social Science 
carneyb@mdusd.k12.ca.us 
 
Melisse Aiello ς English, 11th 
aiellom@mdusd.k12.ca.us 
 
Josh Coito ς English, 10th 
coitoj@mdusd.k12.ca.us 
 
Irene Keenan - Vice Principal  
College Park High School  
keenani@mdusd.k12.ca.us 
 
Barbara Oaks - Principal  
College Park High School  
oaksb@mdusd.k12.ca.us 
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World History- Integrated Projects 

 
This course offers a study of world cultures with an emphasis 
on cultures from the mid-18th through 20th centuries.  We will 
also integrate trends from previous periods to understand 
historical context and analyze those trends in modern issues.  
As a part of the EcoTech Academy, this section of World 
History will have environmental and geographical history as a 
theme, considering issues such as agriculture, pollution, and 
technological innovations in the course of human 
development. 
 
Some projects specific to the EcoTech Academy: 
 
.  Student projects using photo and video technology 
 
.  Film analysis 
 
.  A cooking project 
 
.  Fair Trade Project 
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Biology - Integrated Projects 
 
Biology is a laboratory science class that prepares 9th 
and 10th grade students for college. Through 
laboratory experiences, cooperative activities, and 
project research, students learn the ingredients and 
requirements for all life processes.  We study 
photosynthesis, biogeochemical cycles and genetic 
principles in the garden.  Students also complete a 
thematic project each quarter. Students in the 
academy will be guided through each project.  At 
least one garden project will integrate one of the 
media classes offered in the academy. 
 
Some projects specific to the EcoTech Academy: 
 

¶ Soil analysis and life survey 

¶ Seed propagation  

¶ Botanical drawing techniques 

¶ Plant research project integrated with the 
multimedia class 

¶ Beneficial Insect brochure integrated with the 
multimedia class 

¶ Composting requirements and enhancements 

¶ History of plant propagation and genetics  
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